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ccording to 
the Merriam-
Webster 
dictionary, 
love is defined 
as a “strong affection 
for another arising out 
of kinship or personal 
ties.” Love is a global 
phenomenon that exists 
in every country and 
culture. However, to what 
extent love is present 
and how it is expressed 
varies across the globe. 
In order to acquire a 
deeper understanding 
of love across the world, 
I sat down with a few 
of Parkland College’s 
international students.
Among the 
international students 
were Marcus Flinn, a 
graphic design student 
originally from the 
Philippines but was born 
and raised in the United 
States, Edward Passagi, 
a computer science 
student originally from 
Indonesia who speaks 
Bahasa Indonesian, 
Stivension Jean Baptiste 
from Haiti who studies 
business management 
and speaks both French 
and Haitian Creole, 
Asma Kim from South 
Korea who speaks 
Korean and is studying 
elementary education, 
and Ivai Warella from the 
Netherlands who speaks 
Dutch and is at Parkland 
College to study sports 
management. 
After speaking with the 
international students, 
it quickly became clear 
that Valentine’s day is 
not an internationally 
recognized holiday like 
various media claim. In 
more conservative and 
religious countries such 
as Haiti and Indonesia, 
Valentine’s Day is 
considered a Western 
tradition that should 
not interfere with their 
culture. “[Indonesia] is 
a very religious country 
where people are not 
free to just go out on a 
date or something like 
that,” Edward Passagi 
shares. 
I quickly noticed that 
there seemed to be a 
correlation between the 
existence of Valentine’s 
Day and the level of 
freedom and open-
mindedness within the 
culture. Kim, from South 
Korea, shared that Korea 
is a great example of a 
previous conservative 
country that has moved 
onto being more open-
minded and acceptant. 
About Valentine’s Day, 
Asma notes that, “It is 
very special. On February 
14th it’s Valentine’s Day 
and then on March 14th 
we have White Day. For 
Valentine’s Day, girls 
prepare chocolates for 
guys and for White Day, 
guys prepare candies for 
girls.” She, then, goes 
on to share that the 
Korean culture is big on 
using food as a sign of 
love and appreciation for 
another human being, 
and isn’t that what 
Valentine’s Day is all 
about? 
If you ask Flinn, he 
will somewhat agree. 
However, he also adds 
that Valentine’s Day 
in the United States 
has quickly turned 
into an opportunity for 
businesses to increase 
their sales. He states 
that, “people spend a 
lot of money.” Flinn also 
feels as if materialistic 
items have become a 
big part of the American 
culture and that it 
has almost become 
a standard that you 
show affection through 
monetary value. This is 
shown through almost 
every important event 
like birthdays, Christmas, 
Valentine’s Day and even 
baby showers, Flinn 
explains. 
In the Netherlands, 
flowers are a great way to 
show appreciation. “The 
Netherlands is known 
for its beautiful flowers, 
which are symbolic for 
our country,” Ivai Warella 
states. “Especially tulips 
and roses are very 
common on Valentine’s 
Day.” However, the culture 
of the Netherlands 
does not seem to be 
like the United States 
when it comes to gifting 
other items. Warella 
shares that little gifts 
are accepted but when 
the value of the gifted 
items goes up, the 
Dutch people start 
viewing it as arrogance. 
Dutch girls value their 
independence and do 
not find it necessary to 
receive gifts of higher 
value. 
Besides being asked 
about Valentine’s Day 
and the value of gifts, the 
international students 
were also asked 
about their culture’s 
norms when it comes 
to speaking openly 
about feelings towards 
someone else. A clear 
division between the 
traditional and the non-
traditional cultures was 
again present. 
Edward Passagi 
explains that the 
Indonesian people are 
not very expressive about 
their feelings towards 
one another. “They kind 
of have to hide their 
feelings just because 
people are expected not 
to show love until they 
get married,” Passagi 
adds. However, Passagi 
does make it clear that 
Indonesia is slowly 
starting to take a step 
in a different direction. 
Millennials are becoming 
braver and many have 
slowly started going 
against the traditions 
by going on dates, for 
example. 
In the United States, 
however, the rising 
use of technology and 
various social media 
apps have contributed to 
the youth hiding behind 
screens rather than 
expressing emotions 
in real life. “I think it’s 
normal that we are open 
about expressing [our 
feelings] but at the same 
time, it’s not because 
of the technology. I feel 
like a lot of people hide 
behind technology a little 
bit in terms of how they 
express themselves,” 
says Flinn. 
The word ‘hiding’ is 
also used by Stivenson 
to express the Haitian 
people’s norms when 
it comes to sharing 
emotions. Stivenson 
explains that expressing 
love for someone is 
mainly something that 
takes place in a private 
setting. “The only thing 
that is not really private 
in Haiti is your spirituality. 
They are not afraid to say 
who they are on a spiritual 
level but most people in 
my country are reserved 
people, especially when 
it comes to talking about 
your feelings”, Stivenson 
explains. 
Open-mindedness is 
one of the adjectives 
used by Warella to 
describe Dutch culture. 
This is also the case 
when it comes to 
expressing and showing 
emotions in public. It can 
even be said that being 
open about feelings 
is, to some extent, 
encouraged. Warella 
tells me that, “public 
affection is very common 
in the Netherlands. We 
even hold an annual 
gay pride in Amsterdam 
to show that everyone 
has the right to show 
their love in public.” He 
then adds that events 
like these unite the city 
and the Dutch people 
and stimulates public 
affection. 
The last thing I 
asked our international 
students about were 
the typical character 
traits people from their 
cultures value in a partner. 
Surprisingly, this was the 
question with the most 
similar answers. The 
most common answer 
was the education level, 
which is valued in the 
American, Korean, and 
Dutch cultures.
About the Korean 
culture, Asma Kim shares 
that it is common to find 
couples with the same 
level of success and 
education. Furthermore, 
Koreans value both 
internal and external 
attractiveness as well as 
what family they are from. 
Educational level 
does not play as big 
of a role in the Haitian 
and Indonesian culture. 
This is again due to the 
more traditional values. 
Passagi shares that 
religion is one of the 
most important factors 
when finding “the 
one.” He also explains 
that it is common for 
Indonesian women to 
be the ones taking care 
of the household. “I 
don’t like that about my 
culture. You’re supposed 
to become one when 
you marry someone,” 
Stivenson explains. “A 
few weeks ago, I actually 
thanked my American 
dad, my sponsor, for the 
way he lives. He cooks, 
he does laundry, and he 
takes the trash outside. 
He helps his wife with 
everything.” Stivenson 
shares that this was 
a weird experience for 
him when he first got to 
the states. This kind of 
behavior was something 
he had only seen in the 
movies. 
A
nicolineHANSEN | Digital 
Editor
Image source:  Michael Tompsett
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for its beautiful flowers, which 
are symbolic for our country” 
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hen we 
dare to 
fall in love, 
it is as if 
our feet 
stand atop a precipice as 
we contemplate the leap 
of faith into the unknown. 
How far does one have 
to fall before they fi nd 
the love they’re looking 
for? Some fall farther 
than others, and some 
choose not to fall at all. 
Love is so subjective, 
it’s almost impossible 
to describe with words. 
Just the right words 
though, and it’s hard not 
to escape the feeling 
of love. While making 
love connections in real 
life can be challenging, 
connecting with love 
poetry can be easier and 
comforting. 
Amy Penne, Poetry 
Professor at Parkland, 
has some love poems 
and insights to share. 
Penne describes what 
makes for a good love 
poem, “Connection. 
Yearning. Deep longing. 
Rejection. Retribution. 
So much goes into love 
poetry. Our essence as 
humans is connection--is 
the movement towards 
union and connection. 
The language we use 
to evoke that and to 
express it, the language 
that comes out of the 
ineffable but seeks the 
Beloved in the everyday-
-that is love poetry.”
The fi rst love poem 
Penne recommends is, 
“When You Come” by 
Maya Angelou. The poem 
reads, 
“When you come to me, 
unbidden, 
Beckoning me 
To long-ago rooms, 
Where memories lie. 
Offering me, as to a 
child, an attic, 
Gatherings of days too 
few. 
Baubles of stolen 
kisses. 
Trinkets of borrowed 
loves. 
Trunks of secret words, 
I CRY.” 
There are multiple 
ways to interpret why 
Angelou cries. Maybe it is 
because she remembers 
the trust that used to be 
shared, that is now being 
used against her. Maybe 
it’s because she still 
loves him and does not 
want to let go of the past. 
“A Glimpse,” by Walt 
Whitman is comforting. 
It is about the love of two 
people in a bar. Taking 
place on a winter’s 
night, there is a feeling 
of warmth inside the bar. 
It’s hard to fi nish this 
poem without smiling 
and feeling warm inside 
too. 
“A glimpse through an 
interstice caught, 
Of a crowd of workmen 
and drivers in a bar-room 
around the stove late 
of a winter night, and I 
unremark’d seated in a 
corner, 
Of a youth who loves 
me and whom I love, 
silently approaching and 
seating himself near, that 
he may hold me by the 
hand, 
A long while amid the 
noises of coming and 
going, of drinking and 
oath and smutty jest, 
There we two, content, 
happy in being together, 
speaking little, perhaps 
not a word.”
“A Love Song for 
Lucinda,” by Langston 
Hughes, one the greatest 
modern American poets, 
is another love poem. 
In this poem Hughes 
covers three specifi c 
themes that encapsulate 
the idea of falling in love. 
The fi rst stanza reads, 
“Love 
Is a ripe plum 
Growing on a purple 
tree. 
Taste it once 
And the spell of its 
enchantment 
Will never let you be.” 
Here Hughes identifi es 
love as an addiction. 
Love is a drug. Once 
the love is gone, we are 
in withdrawal from love. 
It is the reason why 
Angelou cries in “When 
You Come.” 
The next fundamental 
that Hughes describes 
is the danger in being 
compelled by love, 
“Love
Is a bright star 
Glowing in far 
Southern skies. 
Look too hard 
And its burning fl ame 
Will always hurt your 
eyes.” 
It’s easy to be hurt by 
love and the yearning for 
love can be so torturous. 
The last stanza reads, 
“Love 
Is a high mountain 
Stark in a windy sky. 
If you 
Would never lose your 
breath 
Do not climb too high.” 
The comparison 
between love and climbing 
a mountain emphasizes 
the endurance and 
determination involved 
with fi nding and 
maintaining love, stating 
that love is worth what 
you are willing to risk. It 
is of course a return to 
the ultimate feeling of 
surrender. How poetically 
beautiful is it that his 
description of surrender 
can lift us up higher than 
our fall. 
“Love Poem,” by Audre 
Lorde, legally blind 
Caribbean-American 
writer and civil rights 
activist, is an erotic poem 
about two female lovers. 
According to the Poetry 
Foundation, Audre Lorde 
described herself as a, 
“black, lesbian, mother, 
warrior, poet,”. What’s 
so beautiful about this 
poem is her description 
of her partner’s body 
as if it were the natural 
features of the earth. 
The fi rst stanza reads, 
“Speak earth and bless 
me with what is richest 
make sky fl ow honey 
out of my hips rigid 
mountains spread over a 
valley carved out by the 
mouth of rain.” 
We are almost 
prisoners to eroticism, 
whether we embellish 
it or not; it’s almost 
impossible to escape 
it within our culture, 
especially in college. It 
is almost superfi cial, yet 
biologically essential for 
why we love. 
The last stanza in this 
poem reads, 
“Greedy as herring-gulls 
or a child I swing out over 
the earth over and over 
again.” 
Lorde celebrates 
the childish simplicity 
and greedy addiction 
attached to passionate 
love. It’s hard to express 
this type of love publicly 
without being censored, 
but it’s still a valid 
expression of something 
most human.
No matter who you are 
and how you love, there 
is a feeling louder than 
words involved. Whether 
or not we stand atop the 
precipice or are grounded 
with love, we can still 
appreciate the feeling 
of human connection. It 
is a feeling we shouldn’t 
attribute to one day out 
of the year, it is one that 
we should express as 
often as we can. 
As said by Penne, 
“St. Valentine’s Day is 
a made-up holiday for 
Hallmark to sell cards. 
And that’s fi ne. And we 
can all be jaded about 
it. But it’s as good a 
day as any to celebrate 
love, union, connection 
and to draw attention to 
the language we use to 
fi nd beauty and heart in 
those we love. We should 
be about the business 
of celebrating love every 
day of the year. But now 
is as good a time as any. 
So, love on and read 
deeply.”
Falling in love and love Poetry
PARKLAND COLLEGE CELEBRATES
Black History Month
February 2019
history, heritage, 
and hope:
looking forward
FEB 5
“ Reasons to Re-think Black History Month”
by Joe Walwik
Dine and Discuss series, noon–1p, U140
FEB 6
Black Student Success Project
1–2p, U140
FEB 12
“Black Muslims in the U.S.” by Evelyn Reynolds
Dine and Discuss series, noon–1p, U140
FEB 13
“Leaning In and the Black Experience” 
by Marietta Turner
noon–1p, U140
FEB 14
Black History Month Luncheon
1130a–1p, U140
FEB 19
“Black Panther and AfroFuturism”
by Amber Landis
Dine and Discuss series, noon–1p, U140
FEB 20
“Racialized Stress/Trauma in Higher Education” 
by Nathan Stephens
11 a–noon, U140
Black Student Success Project
1–2p, U140
FEB 21
“The Art of Kehinde Wiley, painter of former 
president Barack Obama’s offi  cial portrait”
by Laura O’Donnell and Lisa Costello
11a–noon, U140
FEB 25
“ Diversity in the Classroom”
by Willie Fowler
10–11a, D105
FEB 26
“ Donald Trump and African Americans: Has He 
Delivered?” by Willie Fowler
11a–noon, D105
FEB 27
“ Afro Puerto Rican Women in Popular Culture” 
by Maritza Quinones
11a–noon, D105
Cultural Fashion Show
noon–1p, cafeteria 
MAR 1
“Student Voices: Spoken Word and Original 
Songs by Parkland Students” conducted 
by the academic coaches of the Center for 
Academic Success
Cafeteria Stage 
Love
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BY NEIL SIMON
DIRECTED BY MELISSA GOLDMAN
February 7–17 
parkland.edu/theatre 
217/351-2528
28TH ANNUAL STUDENT PRODUCTION
theatre
AT PARKLAND COLLEGE
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Cobra Romance: A Valentine’s Day 
Parkland Couples Blurb
Romance
aylaMCDONALD | Co-Editor
“We met in 7th grade and 
have been really close 
friends since. Parkland has 
played an important role in 
our relationship because we 
have been going to the same 
school together for 8 years 
and both of us really enjoy 
being around each other and 
even when we both have 
crazy schedules, we are com-
forted by the fact that we are 
a two-minute walk away from 
one another.  Some rela-
tionship advice I would give 
from the man’s side of the 
relationship is always listen 
intently, be forever patient 
with one another, and the 
most important of them all is 
COMMUNICATE.” 
“We met in high school. 
We’ve been together 43 
years. We’ve worked togeth-
er at Parkland for 19 years. 
In our marriage, working 
together as a team is pivot-
al and rewarding. So working 
together at Parkland came 
naturally. Being able to drive 
to work and have lunch 
together just “topped” it off. 
Words of wisdom on mar-
riage is to be a role model. 
People are watching you and 
forming lasting opinions on 
love, commitment, and mar-
riage. This is very important 
to us, especially for young 
people to see and is vital 
in the Black community. 
Marriage takes work, but 
the fruits of joy and peace 
that come from the work 
are priceless. Overall, it’s 
a dance and a journey that 
we wouldn’t want to spend 
with anyone else. The lyric 
in the infamous song titled 
“Fifty-Fifty Love” by Teddy 
Pendergrass explains it best, 
“It’s so good, good, loving 
somebody, and somebody 
loves you back.”
“I am from a town called 
Helsingør (Elsinore in English) 
in Denmark. I am currently in 
General Arts but I am hoping 
to transfer into Advertising 
at the University of Illinois 
(either in Champaign or in 
Chicago) after Parkland. AJ 
is from a small town in this 
area. He is a sophomore at 
the UIUC where he is major-
ing in statistics with a minor 
in both computer science 
and math. We met when I 
was an exchange student at 
his school back in 2014. We 
went to a small school so we 
ended up playing soccer on 
the same team. We started 
dating after going to home-
coming together. When it was 
time for me to go home again, 
we decided to try to do long-
distance, which we ended up 
doing up until August 2018 
when I moved back here. I 
would advise couples who 
are forced to either do long-
distance or break up to just 
go ahead and try. It is better 
to at least try than to be left 
with the question of ‘what 
if we could have made it?’. 
Even though long-distance 
really sucks, it also teaches 
you a lot of things such as 
communication and to appre-
ciate the time you actually do 
get together even more.” 
“Luke and I met in CHE 101 
with Mindy Tidrick in August 
2015. It was day one, and 
I was fi ghting with one of 
those awful lockers. Because 
the doors to the lab lock 
automatically, Luke was hold-
ing it open and waiting for 
me. I looked at him over my 
shoulder and said, “It usu-
ally doesn’t go like this...” 
and he shrugged and let me 
know that it was no problem. 
We started dating a couple 
of weeks later and were lab 
partners for most of that 
semester. Parkland was the 
backdrop for the fi rst two 
years of our relationship. Half 
of the time it felt like the set 
for a sit com. Enter: Luke. 
Enter: Elliot. Proceed to be: 
incredibly awkward and hope-
lessly in love. 
After spending two years 
at Parkland, we were both 
ready to continue with our 
degrees and moved together 
to Columbus, OH to attend 
The Ohio State University, me 
in the neuroscience program 
and him in the electrical 
engineering program. When 
I started at Parkland, I had 
no intention of fi nding my life 
partner, but we’ll be getting 
married this June. We joke 
that it’s all Mindy Tidrick’s 
fault for letting us work 
together that whole fi rst 
semester.”
Nicoline and AJ
Dylan and Haylie
Luke and Elliot
Anita & Larry
Photo credit: Mr. & Mrs Taylor
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Photo credit: Molly McKinney of Molly Rose Media
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OPPORTUNITY 
LIVES HERE.
TIER TWO
$5,000* 
 ($2,500 ANNUALLY)
$3,000* 
 ($1,500 ANNUALLY)
3.5 - 4.0
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TIER ONE
PANTHER PROMISE TUITION WAIVER
We are committed to making your education accessible. 
Students from households with an annual incoming ranging 
from $31,000 to $75,000 will receive up to $2,500 towards 
tuition for up to eight semesters.
TRANSFER ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Our all in commitment doesn’t just apply to our traditional freshmen. 
Transfer students succeed at EIU because we invest the same energy 
in seeing them succeed. All you have to do is be ready to explore, 
engage and grow as our community invests in you. So you can step 
into a life you never knew was possible. Check out our generous 
scholarship options for transfer students and apply soon! 
CONTACT OUR TRANSFER RELATIONS OFFICE:
Call 217-581-2120 or email us at transfer@eiu.edu.
TRANSFER.EIU.EDU
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Parkland’s campus-wide student newspaper 
since 1968
Corrections: We strive to publish fair and accurate 
information. Please let us know if you believe a correction to 
published content is in order.
Grammar Suggestions: If you find incorrect or otherwise 
unclear grammar or wording in any articles, please do not 
hesitate to let us know.
Letters to the Editor: Contributions must be original work 
by the contributor, typed, include the contributor’s name, 
and sent to prospectus@parkland.edu. Please include 
the words “letter to the editor” in the subject line of your 
email. The Prospectus reserves the right to edit or deny any 
contributions.
Employment: If you are interested in working with the 
Prospectus, go to prospectusnews.com, click on the “Work 
with us!” tab, review our employment requirements, and 
submit the completed application form. Alternatively, you can 
stop by Student Life to pick up a paper application.
Advertising: Interested in advertising with us? Go to 
prospectusnews.com/advertising for information on our 
advertising policies and to view our 2018–2019 Media Kit 
and Rate Card.
Did you know? All unused issues of 
the Prospectus are recycled or donated 
to the Parkland College Veterinary 
Technology program.
Room U111
2400 W. Bradley Ave.
Champaign, IL 61821
prospectus@parkland.edu
217/351-2492
The Prospectus works to proliferate information 
relevant to Parkland-goers and provide its  
student workers with a space conducive to the  
learning environment.
The Prospectus is Parkland College’s campus-wide student 
newspaper, and has been in constant production since late 
1968. Our reporters and editors are exclusively students 
of Parkland College with a variety of majors and career 
interests, not just communications and journalism. We set 
out to provide an outlet for students to further develop their 
writing, photography, communication, time management, 
and critical thinking skills while producing a quality, trusted 
source of news for Parkland-goers. The Prospectus 
publishes weekly during Parkland’s spring and fall 
semesters and three times during the summer semester. 
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aylaMCDONALD − Co-Editor
emmaFLEMING − Co-Editor
paulBENSON − Reporter
nicolineHANSEN − Digital Editor
sidneyMOUNTS − Photographer
scottLANDELLS − Designer
adamRAHN − Managing Editor
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Women Leadership Panel
February 27, 2019
Noon – 1 p.m.
Room U140
Taking your questions about WOMEN and:
· power
· roles
· self-promotion
· leadership embodiment
· the future of women in the workplace
· and much more!
Sponsored by Parkland College Counseling Services
Source:  National Park Service
eil Simon’s 
Come Blow 
Your Horn, 
directed by 
Parkland 
student Melissa 
Goldman, left the crowd 
roaring with laughter. 
Simon’s play follows 
Buddy Baker, a young 
and confused man, who 
no longer wants to work 
for his father’s wax fruit 
business. Mr. Baker, 
Buddy’s father who is 
played by David Laker, is 
less than impressed with 
his son’s decision. Buddy 
seeks the mentorship 
of his brother Alan, who 
also has a strained 
relationship with Mr. 
Baker. Goldman and her 
cast and crew put time 
and effort into creating 
a dynamic and authentic 
relationship between 
the characters Buddy 
and Alan Baker. Buddy, 
played by Thom Billam, 
and Alan, played by David 
Katz, are consistently 
involved in a complex 
and revolving love web. 
With the Baker family’s 
hectic relationship to one 
another, Alan’s bachelor 
lifestyle and Buddy’s 
newfound appreciation 
for the bachelor life, the 
show is riddled with 
complex and conflicting 
relationships.
The 60s era based 
comedy was received 
well by Parkland 
audience members. 
From the actors’ 
commitment to character, 
to appropriately selected 
music and lighting, to 
convincing 60s set 
design, the show seemed 
to strike the audience in 
a positive manner. 
Upon entering the 
theater, eyes were 
drawn to the student 
designed set. The baby-
blue painted apartment, 
decorated with white 
and brown rectangles, 
was reminiscent of 
early 60s wall-paper. A 
nice addition to the set 
were the various retro 
posters of pin-up girls 
and tourist destinations 
like Las Vegas and 
Chicago. These posters 
helped validate that the 
apartment belonged to 
a young bachelor. The 
actors worked well with 
the set and appeared 
to be comfortable in the 
environment. 
Not only was the 
audience impressed with 
the set, but also with the 
acting. As the cast settled 
into their environment, 
the audience became 
more responsive. Each 
character seemed 
to trigger a different 
emotional response from 
the audience. Alan, with 
his womanizer mentality, 
generated a surprised 
feeling within in the 
audience, especially 
when he confused one of 
his dates for another. On 
the other hand, the crowd 
appeared to empathize 
with an anxious Buddy. 
Buddy’s confused 
feelings about whether 
to leave home or not 
were easy for audience 
members to relate to. 
One of the most pivotal 
points in the show was 
when Buddy and Alan’s 
father show up to the 
apartment unexpectedly. 
As Alan opened the 
apartment door, thinking 
he was receiving a visit 
from one of his dates, 
he was shocked by 
an unhappy Mr. Baker 
waiting in the doorway. I 
noticed the couple next 
to me leaning forward 
in their seats as they 
were wholeheartedly 
invested in the rising 
conflict. With just one 
look at Mr. Baker’s 
aggravated demeanor, 
the theater erupted with 
laughter. David Laker 
believably played the 
role of a disappointed 
father, so much so that 
the audience could 
not help but laugh. 
Laker’s commitment to 
his character sold the 
audience, which made 
Mr. Baker an entertaining 
character to watch. 
Likewise, Connie 
Dayton, played by Celia 
Meuller, captured the 
audience’s attention. 
Although Connie was 
not the most comedic 
character in the play, 
Meuller’s confidence 
and ability to portray a 
strong female role left 
the audience speechless 
on more than one 
occasion. Meuller’s 
character felt honest and 
conversational, which 
struck the audience in a 
more serious manner. 
Simon Says: A Review of Parkland’s Student Production
Source:  Emma FlemingLeft to right: Lizz Morris as Peggy, Evans and David Katz as Alan Baker
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Upon entering the 
theater, eyes were 
drawn to the student 
designed set.
According to the National Park 
Service website, Sojourner Truth 
was one of the most influential 
African-American abolitionists 
and women’s rights advocates 
of the 19th century. Born as 
Isabella Baumfree, she was 
raised as a slave to a New 
York estate owner, was mother 
to thirteen children born into 
slavery, and was refused her 
freedom after the New York 
Anti-Slavery Law of 1827.  After 
escaping as a free woman and 
becoming a preacher, Baumfree 
changed her name to Sojourner 
Truth and spoke actively against 
slavery and for equal rights for 
women and African-Americans. 
Her powerful speech “Ain’t I A 
Woman?” remains famous even 
today. 
Sojourner Truth
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